Connecting With the Field
Fiscal Year 2019 Highlights
In fiscal year 2019, the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) provided timely and reliable information
to help juvenile justice practitioners prevent and respond to delinquency and child victimization. Connecting with the field
ensures that vital information and resources reach the people who are working to make a difference in the lives of youth.
Select training and technical assistance and communications efforts are highlighted below. For more information,
visit ojjdp.ojp.gov.

Training and
Technical Assistance
In fiscal year 2019—
• OJJDP received 1,836 requests for training and
technical assistance via TTA360, OJJDP’s user-friendly
online request system. Each of the 50 states submitted
requests, as did the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
the U.S. Virgin Islands, and Guam.
• The three most requested training and technical
assistance topics were mentoring (41 percent), child
safety (28 percent), and youth and family engagement
(16 percent).
• OJJDP delivered 894 trainings, including 279 webinars.
More than 13,500 professionals participated in the
webinars, which were designed to keep researchers,
practitioners, and policymakers up to date on trends in
the field.
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In fiscal year 2019—
1,162,867

• More than 25,643 juvenile justice and child protection
professionals were subscribed to OJJDP News @ a
Glance, the Office’s award-winning e-newsletter.
• OJJDP shared up-to-date information with its 6,478
Twitter and 5,249 Facebook followers.
• Approximately 21,100 subscribers received e-mails
through OJJDP’s JUVJUST listserv with announcements
of publications, research findings, funding opportunities,
and upcoming events.
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Communications Releases
In fiscal year 2019, OJJDP—
• Released six issues of the OJJDP News @ a Glance
e-newsletter, along with the following publications:
» Key Amendments to the Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention Act Made by the Juvenile
Justice Reform Act of 2018 (Fact Sheet)
» Implementation of the Ashlynne Mike AMBER Alert
in Indian Country Act of 2018: A Report to Congress
(Report)
» Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention: 2018 Annual Report (Report)

» Characteristics of Cases Judicially Waived from
Juvenile to Criminal Court
» Trends and Characteristics of Youth in Residential
Placement, 2017
» Characteristics of Delinquency Cases Handled in
Juvenile Court in 2017
» Arrest Characteristics of Older Juveniles and Young
Adults
• Posted the following blogs:

» AMBER Alert Field Guide for Law Enforcement
Officers (Report)

» Visiting Our Partners at the National Center for
Missing & Exploited Children

» AMBER Alert Best Practices Guide, Second Edition
(Report)

» Partnering to Support Families, Safeguard Children

» Studying Drivers of Risk and Needs Assessment
Instrument Implementation in Juvenile Justice
(Bulletin)

» Parents, School Staff Should Look for Signs of
Bullying Among Youth
» OJJDP Provides Second Chance Resources for
Youth, Communities

» Girls in the Juvenile Justice System (Bulletin)

U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Justice Programs

» Delinquency Cases in Juvenile Court, 2017
(Fact Sheet)
» Juvenile Arrests, 2017 (Bulletin)
» Juvenile Residential Facility Census 2016: Selected
Findings (Bulletin)
• Issued data snapshots—visually compelling, one-page
research highlights—on:
» Characteristics and Trends of Youth Victims of
Suicide and Homicide
» Characteristics and Trends of Delinquency Cases
Resulting in Probation

JUVENILE JUSTICE
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Juvenile Arrests, 2017
Charles Puzzanchera
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This bulletin documents the latest trends in arrests involving juveniles (youth younger than age 18) by
drawing on arrest estimates developed by the Bureau of Justice Statistics and the National Center for
Juvenile Justice based on analyses of data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Uniform Crime
Reporting program. Overall, juvenile arrests have been on the decline for more than a decade, but
patterns vary by demographic group and offense.
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From the Administrator
Juvenile justice practitioners often
use standardized risk and needs
assessments to help gauge a youth’s
risk of reoffending and identify factors
that, if addressed, can reduce the
risk of recidivism. In addition, these
professionals rely on assessment findings
while they develop treatment and service
plans to appropriately target a youth’s
individual needs and promote the best
possible outcomes.
Research suggests that the effectiveness
of an assessment instrument is
influenced by how well it was
implemented. The factors that may help
or hinder the effective implementation
of an assessment instrument in juvenile
justice agencies are not well understood.
This bulletin discusses two studies that
are examining the factors—such as
staff training and buy-in, managerial
support and operating procedures, and
stakeholder engagement—that appear
to drive effective implementation.
The Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention funded these
studies.
Consideration of these drivers provides
a helpful framework for developing
a strong assessment implementation
plan. Effective implementation of risk
and needs assessments is important in
helping to ensure the proper allocation
of scarce resources and appropriate levels
of supervision and services for youth
involved in the juvenile justice system.
Caren Harp
Administrator

In 2017, law enforcement agencies made an estimated 809,700 arrests of youth
younger than 18—the fewest arrests of juveniles in nearly four decades

Studying Drivers of Risk and
Needs Assessment Instrument
Implementation in Juvenile Justice
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This bulletin describes Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Preventionsupported research findings on factors that promote effective implementation
of risk and needs assessment instruments in the juvenile justice system. Quality
implementation has been shown to reduce reliance on formal system involvement
and decrease recidivism. Using a framework based in implementation science, the
authors analyzed qualitative and quantitative data to identify the following drivers
of successful implementation:
• Positive staff perceptions about the reliability, credibility, and applicability
of the instrument to the needs of their local jurisdictions.
• Engagement of staff and other stakeholders in the initial strategic
planning, goal setting, and problem solving to ensure early buy-in.

0

n Male and female juvenile arrest rates have

Congress enacted the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention ( JJDP) Act (Pub. L. No. 93-415, 34 U.S.C.
§ 11101 et seq.) in 1974. This landmark legislation established
the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
(OJJDP) to support local and state efforts to prevent
delinquency and improve the juvenile justice system.

Prior to 2018, Congress last reauthorized the JJDP Act on
November 2, 2002. The reauthorization (the 21st Century
Department of Justice Appropriations Authorization
Act, Pub. L. No. 107-273, 116 Stat. 1758) supported
OJJDP’s established mission while introducing important
• Standardized operating procedures and written policies in state and local changes that streamlined the Office’s operations and
agencies and the ability to share information across multiple stakeholders. brought a sharper focus to its role. The provisions of
that reauthorization took effect in fiscal year (FY) 2004
• A strong data infrastructure, including both user-friendly technological
(October 2003).
systems to support data collection and staff data expertise.
In December 2018, the Juvenile Justice Reform Act ( JJRA)
of 2018 was signed into law, reauthorizing and substantially
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
ojjdp.gov
amending the JJDP Act. The amendments made by the
JJRA become effective in FY 2020 (October 1, 2019).
• A pilot period that focuses on training of staff and other stakeholders.
• Ongoing supervisory support and training.

• Two Awards for Publications Excellence from Communications Concepts, Inc.
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Summary
This fact sheet describes the major components of the JJRA,
ojjdp.govdates, definition
nij.gov
including the effective application
of terms,
annual reporting requirements, state allocations, state plan
requirements, and the distribution of funds not allocated
due to state noncompliance.

Key Amendments
Effective Application Date
The JJRA amendments apply to FY 2020 and subsequent
awards but do not apply to FY 2019 and earlier awards.
This means that, for several years, states will have open
awards governed by the JJDP Act prior to the JJRA
amendments, and other awards governed by the JJDP
Act as amended by the JJRA.2
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Achievements in Communications
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•n Arrests of juveniles (youth ages 0–17) peaked in 1996, at nearly 2.7 million. Arrests of juveniles have
since declined—the number in 2017 was 70% below the 1996 peak. In comparison, arrests of adults
However,
provisions
of the Act will become effective
fell 21% some
during the
same period.

Background

declined in recent years. By 2017, juvenile
arrest rates for larceny-theft, burglary, and
arson were at their lowest levels since at
least 1980, while rates for motor vehicle theft
increased annually since 2013.

juveniles (ages 15 to 17) was lower than the
rates for young adults (ages 18 to 20 and 21
to 24).

Caren Harp, Administrator

1,000,000
500,000

Highlights

assault declined in the last 5 years, the
robbery arrest rate stayed about the same,
and the murder arrest rate increased
annually since 2012.

n The violent crime arrest rate for older

Key Amendments to the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention Act Made by the Juvenile Justice Reform Act of 2018

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention

• A Communicator award from the Academy of Interactive & Visual Arts.

Total arrests

2,000,000

Gina Vincent, Christopher J. Sullivan, Carrie Sullivan, Laura Guy, Edward Latessa, Jennifer Tyson,
JUNE
and Benjamin Adams

n The juvenile arrest rate for aggravated

n Juvenile arrest rates for property crimes have

Caren Harp, Administrator

December 2018

See State Plan Requirements.
Ibid.
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declined in the last 10 years; however, the
relative declines have been greater for males
than for females across many offenses. As a
result, the female share of juvenile arrests
has grown since 1980.
n Juvenile arrest rates involving violent crimes

(such as murder and robbery) tend to be
much higher for black youth than for white
youth. Conversely, arrest rates for liquor law
violations were higher for American Indian
and white youth than black youth.

