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FOREWORD

The Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 was
grounded on our findings that the Nafion’s juvenile justice systems
were collectively often more harmful, in terms of expensive overhead
and the likelihood that involvement actually led a child to more fre-

. quent and increasingly serious violations, than helpful.

In the Act we emphasized prevention and the importance of youth
participation. The bipartisan majority which supported the Act was
optimistic that more national policies and programs could be devel-
oped which would minimize Government intervention into the lives
of children and their families and expand responsible roles for our
nonvoting citizens, while protecting our voting citizens.

This report reveals an endeavor which incorporated these several
concerns. Several dozen youngsters, aged 10 to 17, conducted a pene-
trating, unprecedented, public investigation of the costly, inappro-
priate incarceration of their peers, many of whom were dependent,
neglected, abused or status offenders, but certainly not even charged
with crimes. Their inquiry represents the type of responsible contri-
bution that our young citizens are capable of making.

Advocacy by children and youth on behalf of children and youth
is a new frontier, which lest we forget, molds and supports the de-
velopment of our most cherished natural resource—our children,

The individual and collective efforts which yielded this hesring
record, the findings and the film which resulted are exemplary.

The work completed by these young people has helped to revital-
ize the perceptions which made the 1974 Juvenile Justice and De-
linquency Prevention Act possible and will help insure, through con-
stant rekindling, that its objectives will be achieved and maintained
in the present and future. -

Without such vigilance and critical assessment, yesterday’s con-
scientious acts may fall prey to today’s conveniences.

Birca Bavm,
Chairman,
Subcommittee on the Constitution.
JuoLy 4, 1980,
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