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Youth Reentry and Family 
Engagement
The Second Chance Act authorizes federal grants for comprehensive 
reentry planning, direct pre- and postrelease services, and sustainable justice 
system improvements that promote positive youth and family outcomes, 
reduce recidivism, and increase public safety. 

On any given day, there are approximately 25,000 youth in residential 
placement. Most of these youth will eventually return to their communities 
and need support to make the transition successfully. Children of 
incarcerated parents also need support to mitigate the unintended 
consequences of parental incarceration. Parents may have difficulty 
maintaining meaningful contact with their children and children may lose 
critical supports such as consistent caregiving and housing. Youth involved 
in the juvenile justice system and children of incarcerated parents are both 
more likely to have experienced other traumatic events than their peers. 

Through its Second Chance Act programs, the Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) helps to strengthen families and provide 
youth with educational and vocational opportunities, employment and 
housing assistance, mental and physical healthcare, family programming, 
and substance use treatment to help them overcome barriers to 
successful reentry. 

Programs
Second Chance Act: Youth Reentry Program
OJJDP grants help communities plan, implement, and sustain juvenile 
justice system improvements, direct services, and evidence-based programs 
for youth. Projects emphasize comprehensive planning for reentry while 
youth are confined, individualized pre- and postrelease services, and 
program evaluation.   

Second Chance Act: Addressing the Needs of Incarcerated 
Parents and Their Minor Children
OJJDP supports programs in correctional facilities that encourage 
prosocial family engagement between parents in secure confinement and 
their minor children, when it is in the best interest of the child. The grants 
also fund reentry services for parents and programs that support positive 
youth development. 

For More Information
Learn more about OJJDP’s reentry programs at ojjdp.ojp.gov/programs/
reentry.

Funding
Between fiscal years 2020 and 
2022, OJJDP awarded $43.7 
million to help justice-involved 
youth and parents build brighter 
futures and achieve long-term 
success.

 ` Fiscal Year 2022—$18.1 million
 ` Fiscal Year 2021—$14.4 million
 ` Fiscal Year 2020—$11.2 million 

From the Field
The Georgia Department of Juvenile 
Justice is using an OJJDP grant to 
enhance reentry programming in 
its six long-term detention facilities, 
emphasizing family engagement, 
mentoring, and workforce development. 

It starts with developing a reentry plan 
within 60 days of the youth’s detention. 
A multidisciplinary team—which includes 
a reentry specialist, juvenile detention 
counselor, community case manager, 
and mental health counselor—meets with 
the youth and family. As the release date 
nears, the team meets monthly, joined 
by a reentry resource coordinator who 
connects the family with local service 
providers and an education specialist 
who helps facilitate a return to high 
school or enrollment in postsecondary 
school or technical college. 

Factors that contribute to the project’s 
success include an emphasis on family 
engagement. Monthly “family chats” 
address topics such as financial literacy, 
nutrition, and substance use, and a 
10-week course emphasizes ways to 
strengthen family communications. 
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https://nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/second-chance-act
https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/corrections/qa08201.asp?qaDate=2020
https://www.childtrends.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/ParentsBehindBarsInfographic1.pdf
https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/programs/juvenile-reentry
https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/programs/juvenile-reentry
http://ojjdp.ojp.gov




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		00-Youth Reentry and Family Engagement.pdf









		Report created by: 

		Dawn Merritt, dawn.m.merritt@leidos.com



		Organization: 

		







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

